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       Banks Avenue School 
        Living and Learning with HEART  

           Te oranga me te ako ki  te Ngākau 
       

  N E W S L E T T E R  
 
 

 

 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website: www.banksave.school.nz  

10 – 16 September Te Wiki o te Reo Māori - Māori Language Week  

Friday 14 September Team Miro Spencer Park Trip 

Wednesday 19 September Walkathon (postponement day 21/9) sponsorship cards due back this Friday 14 Sept 

Monday 24 September School Photos 

 PTA meeting 7:00pm in the staffroom – all welcome 

Tuesday 25 September Senior School Athletics (postponement day 27/9) 

Wednesday 26 September PTA Hell Pizza Lunch  

Thursday 27 September BoT meeting – 6:15pm In the Sky Room – all welcome 

Friday 28 September Loud Shirt Day 

 Huihuinga (school assembly) 2:00pm in the Library  

 Last day of term – children dismissed at 3:00pm 

Wednesday 31 October Whānau Hui from 2:00 – 3:00pm.  More info nearer the time 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 

NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 

 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one of the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  

Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html  or via our Flexibuzz app: 

www.flexibuzz.com 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

 

 

Māori Language Week 
All classes this week will be doing a little extra te reo and tikanga for Māori 

Language Week. Each lunchtime there is an extra activity in the playground 

as well, e.g., on Monday, children could learn the poi and on Tuesday it was 

rakau sticks.  It is great to celebrate our unique New Zealand culture. Here is a 

link to a quiz which will test your te reo knowledge 

https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2018/09/how-s-your-te-reo-

take-newshub-s-m-ori-language-quiz.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Whānau 
 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou – a warm welcome to 

you all.  
 

We welcome the 

Payton and Aleya 

to our new entrant 

class, Room 5 and 

their families to our 

Banks Avenue 

School community. 

 

 

 

 

Why am I so proud of Banks Avenue School? 
I love Banks Avenue and I feel very privileged to work 

with such great tamariki and staff.  
 My smile started on Friday afternoon in 

assembly. The performances and the engagement 

from the students in singing and signing a waiata 

was moving. 

  On Friday night I went to the disco and saw 

more, happy, smiling and caring tamariki, staff 

and parent helpers.  

 On Monday morning I was supervising in the 

radio station as senior pupils broadcast to the 

universe; totally self-managing and engaged. 

Talofa, hi, kia ora, Mālō e lelei, Merëdita, Ahalan 
. 
. 

, konnichiwa. 
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They even found a solution when we lost access 

to our music library.  

  Monday afternoon I worked with my senior staff 

who are enthused, motivated and looking for 

excellence - what else can we be doing to be 

better than before?  We were looking ahead to 

2019 and thinking about our curriculum 

development. 

 Then yesterday morning  I did a quick loop 

around the school: 

o Some classes were empty because we 

have sixty children performing at a major 

choir event at the Horncastle Arena.  

o On the field there were a series of mini 

soccer games happening with outside 

tutors involved. 

o  Outside another class there were children 

planting swan plants for the monarchs to 

be attracted to. They were having a lesson 

from the monarch lady. 

Stopping to notice and reflect on the learning 

experiences our children are being offered is very 

rewarding and worthwhile. Our Banks Avenue tamariki 

get so many amazing learning opportunities because we 

have teachers and support staff who go the extra mile. I 

am very proud of our Banks Avenue team - they are 

doing a great job and as a result we have some amazing 

young people thriving.  
 

Ka wani ke mahi! Fabulous work!  
 

Morning Snacks-Wholemeal Sandwiches 
One of our interventions this year 

to help children be more prepared 

to learn was the introduction of a 

morning snack. This snack is 

eaten in class at about 9:30am 

and it needs to be either a peanut 

butter or marmite sandwich - 

wholemeal preferably or popcorn. We rely on parents 

to pack an additional snack like this so children can 

access it at 9:30am. Children will still need a morning 

tea snack and lunch. Can you please support us by 

continuing to add this additional food item into your 

child’s lunchbox. 
 

Touch Rugby – Are You Interested? 
Do you have a child in the senior school (Year 4 – 6 

children only) who is interested in playing in a touch 

team for Banks Avenue? We are looking at starting two 

touch teams for our senior children.  

You will need to: 

1. Be able to play on a Tuesday evenings.  

(Year 4 at 6:15pm and Year 5 / 6 at 6:45pm). 

2. Get to Belfast Rugby fields each Tuesday evening 

3. The team needs to be mixed so if we don't have the 

girls to play we can't put a team in. 

4. This will come with a cost for subs. 

 

Please complete a slip on the last page of the newsletter 

and return to the drop box.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lily from Base Camp, is a creative and imaginative 

author.  Her writing has such lovely descriptive 

vocabulary and it shows her love of reading and 

writing for others to enjoy. 

 

Fantastic work Lily.  We always enjoy sharing your 

ideas. 

 

Long long ago there was a wood but this is not an 

ordinary wood. In fact this is Hollow Wood and this is 

where the story begins. One night in the Hollow wood 

the moon shone brightly and the wind rustled the 

leaves.  A tornado rushed past causing a flood because 

it was next to a river and it sucked up the bridge 

causing other trouble. In the morning four girls woke 

up and decided to go to Hollow Wood and get some 

ingredients to make a potion because they are witches. 

So off they went. They got so far when one of them said, 

"Why are the trees knocked over?" And the other one 

said, "I don't know". They found some crystals and took 

some home and went to bed. In the morning the girls 

woke to see the crystals but they were gone! They 

looked everywhere but they just could not find them. 

"Someone has stolen them", said one of them. "But who 

did it? said another one.  To be continued... 

 

By Lily Y, Base Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Issue 6 of Scholastic Book Club has been distributed 

and any orders are due back by no later than 

Wednesday 26 September 2018. 

 

 

 

‘HOT SHOT’ LEARNER’ 



Staffing 2019 
At the moment we have five permanent positions at 

Banks Avenue School advertised. We have had some 

key staff leave in the last nine months and are in a 

position where we are able to appoint teachers to 

permanent positions. 
   

With Helen Denny retiring at the end of Term 2 we 

have a position in the new entrants to fill. We also had 

Lynley Watts leave from Team Kahikatea at the end of 

2017. We have growing numbers so we will have two 

permanent positions in the Team Kahikatea to fill. Next 

year this team will have six classes not five classes. 

  

In the senior school we will have two permanent 

positions. One of these has been made available as 

Shirley Haig, who currently teaches in Room 27, will 

be retiring at the end of the year. Shirley is an amazing 

teacher; she is passionate about literacy and has been a 

huge asset for sports and wellbeing initiatives. 
 

We are due to make these appointments before the end 

of the term; once we have appointed I will let our 

community know. 

 

Loud Shirt Day - Friday 28 September 
On Friday the 28 

September we would 

like all the children to 

come to school 

dressed as superheroes 

or villains to help raise 

funds for Loud Shirt 

Day.  

 

Loud Shirt Day raises 

money for The 

Hearing House and the Southern Cochlear Implant 

Programme.  

 

The Hearing House and the Southern Cochlear Implant 

Programme are the two organisations in New Zealand 

that teach children with cochlear implants to listen and 

to speak. There will be Duffy book prizes for the ‘most 

interesting’ costumes in each team and of course we are 

looking for the learning hub that raises the most funds, 

so make sure you bring along a gold coin donation! 

 

From the Student Council 

 

Scholastic Caught Being a 

Good Dad Award 
This wonderful Duffy Books in Homes 

award is a celebration of our male 

caregivers, be they dads, step dads, 

uncles, grandfathers or family friends.  

 

This year we asked that the nominations be in picture 

form showing what the students liked doing best with 

their nominated person.  The entries showed that our 

students like to go fishing, sit on a wharf, play a range 

of sports or games with their person, cooking or to read 

together. Some drew themselves sitting with their 

person hugging them or talking to them. Some of the 

entries have been put on display in our library. 

 

A winner was drawn from all of the nominations and 

Jackson from Awa was able to present his dad with a 

special book.  

 

Junior Module reading with dads, 

grandads and uncles event 
Many thanks to all of the men who came to join us for 

this annual event last week. It was great to see you 

reading to and with our students. We even had some 

‘uncles’ who joined us from Dudley who were 

distinctive in their ties and name tags.  

2018 Walkathon 
One week to go before all our 

children participate in the bi-

annual walkathon! How are you 

all going with getting sponsors? 

Don’t forget the cards must be 

returned to the school 

(classroom teacher) by Friday 

14 September. 
 

Children are to wear school 

uniform but will need sensible 

walking shoes and socks. They will also need to bring a 

bottle of water.  
 



This event starts at 10:30 and we anticipate that we will 

be finished around midday.  We have let the people on 

the route know that this event is happening in the local 

area.  An alert on the school website and a text or tweet 

will be sent out if this event needs to be postponed to 

Friday the 21st. 
 

Volunteers: We do not have enough for this event to 

take place. We need parents to be marshals, to help us 

record the loops completed and to walk with the 

children.  At the moment we have only had very few 

offers of help on the day so we are desperate for 

more.  Can you help us? 
 

Please complete the slip on the last page of the 

newsletter and return to the drop box at the office 
 

HEART Values 

Our HEART values are central to all that we do at 

Banks Avenue School. Children are given HEART 

tokens for showing individual values. These tokens are 

collated by the class teacher. When a child has twenty 

five HEART tokens for a value their name goes in the 

newsletter. When they have earned fifty tokens for a 

value they receive a value wristband. Once a child has 

received all five HEART wristbands they work towards 

the Black wristband - This makes them a Banks 

Avenue Star. 

 

Some children earn more than one wristband for the 

same value. These children get to have lunch with the 

principal once a term. Thirty two children will have 

lunch with the principal on Thursday 20 September 

 

This term these children are:  

Jack A,  Ashley G, Caitlin McW,  Aiden S, Jae-Lee S, 

Jaydah F, Lachlan K,  Hamish P, Xavier S,  Ava W,  

Althea C, Marcus McK, Kayleigh P,  Jakob G,  Phelix 

Peat, Milly L, Charlotte B, Riley M, , Brooke W, 

Makayla W, Ryder 

M,  Lilly B,  Sam P, 

Keevian NR, Lucas B, 

Alyssa U,  Carlos 

H,  Verity H,  Rai Rai O 

and Hollie L.  
 

Children belong to a different house; each term all 

HEART tokens are added to see which house has 

received the most tokens for the term. There is always a 

small treat for children in the winning house. 

 
 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Week                 

1-4 

Mahuika Papatuanuku Tangaroa Tawhirimatea 

Week

5-7 

Tangaroa Papatuanuku Tawhirimatea Mahuika 

Week     

8-10 

??? ??? ??? ??? 

 

Congratulations to the following children who have all 

earned 25 HEART tokens - well done! 
 

Hauora:  Luca S, Judah C-P, Aaniya S, Payton C 

(Tui), Logan P (AWA).  

 

Aroha:  Aaliyah V-H (Roto), Lucas M 

(AWA).  

 

Respect:  Kathryn P, Lewka C (Tui). 

 

Fifty HEART Tokens 

Congratulations - these children have 

earned a wristband. 

 

Excellence: Ben F (Roto), Caitlin 

McT (AWA).   

 

Aroha: Aidan A (Black Robins),  
 

Respect: Gabriel G (Tui). 

  

Togetherness: Irmhild B (Roto), Toby C (AWA).  

 

From Team Miro… 
Netball Team 

We have had two teams playing in the Hagley Park 

Netball Competition in 2018. It was our first year of 

netball and our improvement over the season was huge. 

Our Year 6 Team also played in the 2018 Jellybean 

Tournament on a Sunday. We placed third at the Zone 

Winter Tournament to go through to the Canterbury’s 

where we ended the season with a well fought win over 

Thorrington School. A big thanks to our Coaches: 

Rachel and Cheyenne, our Manager: Marilyn and our 

Organiser: Ms Thompson for your efforts. Every player 

gave 100% during our games and at the recent  

St Nicholas Netball Club Prize Giving our winners 

were: 

Year 3 and 4 Team 

 HEART Values Player: McKenzie - Awa 

 Most Improved Player: Lucy - Tuis (Team 

Kahikatea) 

 Most Valuable Player: Harmony - Roto 

Year 6 Team 

 HEART Values Player: Caitlin - Dudley 

 Most Improved Player: Ava - Dudley 

 Most Valuable Player: Kahlia - Awa 



Tune in to HEARTbeat 106.7FM 
Listen to our students master broadcasting radio. If you 

live close to the school (within 6kms) you can tune into 

106.7FM on your radio, to listen. If you live further 

away, you can access HEARTbeat 106.7FM online, 

from our school website. For quick access just click on 

the link below. 
 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html 
 

Programmes are broadcast every day before school 

from 8:30am-9:00am and at lunchtimes from  

12:50pm-1:20pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA News 

Hell Pizza: Order forms are coming home today. 

Keep an eye out for them. Forms (and money) are 

due back by 3:00pm Monday 17 September, with 

pizzas being delivered on Wednesday  

26 September. Late order forms will not be 

accepted. 

 

Calendars: Order forms for these are coming 

home today. All orders are to be done online, but 

if you have any issues, let us know and we can 

help. Orders close Sunday 30 September. 

 

Lunch Online Help: Thanks to those few peple 

who have offered to help with Lunch Online. It 

would be great to a few more helpers on board. If 

you are able to help, or just want a bit more 

information about what is involved, please contact 

Randi on 021 242 1000 or 

ratkinson@hotmail.co.nz.

Thank You Again to the Southern Trust 

A big thank you to The Southern Trust for the funding of $10 000 towards 

a set of iPads.  We were able to purchase 21 iPads for our children to use, 

enabling our children to have more access to digital devices for their 

learning. This is the third year that the Southern Trust has helped our 

school provide essential resources for our children and we are very grateful 

and appreciative of the support given to us. A big thank you also to our 

Grant Team for all the work involved in the application process.  

 

  

#Project Swan Project 2018 
Numbers of Monarch Butterflies have been notably down in New Zealand this year. To give numbers a boost for 

Summer, Maria Romero from the Butterfly Musketeers is visiting schools around Christchurch and now Banks 

Avenue has our very own Butterfly Musketeers. Students from Team Kahikatea and Team Miro took part in a Swan 

Plant planting session on Thursday and now our whole school is growing Swan Plants ready for summer. Thanks to 

Susannah for setting this up for us.  
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Kids for Kids Concert 
What an exciting night last night was!  59 of our students performed in the Kids for Kids Concert held at the 

Horncastle Arena. The theme this year was called 'Kiwi As' and our children sung a range of New Zealand songs with 

Jackie Clark, Nathan King and a massive choir. We were very proud of our children’s performance, their level of 

energy and for showing our HEART value of excellence. If you missed it, don’t worry a video with snippets of their 

performance will be put up on the Latest News page of our website soon.  A big thank you to Belinda Walsh, not only 

for her hard work organising this event, but for instilling in our children a love for music. 

 

 

Whakatauki 

 
He waka eke noa 

 

A canoe which we are all in with no exception 

 

We are all in this together. An example of when this can be used perhaps when a group of you are going to the movies 

but one of them doesn't have any money so wouldn't be able to go along. You can say he waka eke noa, meaning you 

will pay as you are all in one group and it would not be the same if they were to miss out. 

 

 

 



 

 

************************************************************************** 

 

Walkathon volunteer 
 
I can help mark cards or be a marshal for the walkathon on Wednesday 19 and or Friday 21 of September.   

(Please circle which day/s suits). 
 

My preference is to help in the:   junior module or senior module.  
 
My name is:                                                       My child is:  
                                                                               
 
 Phone number:  
 

Please return this a.s.a.p. to the drop box at the office. 
 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************** 

 

Banks Avenue School Touch Team 

For year 4 – 6 children only 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________ of Room _________________ is/are interested in playing in one of the Banks  

 

Ave School touch teams. 

 

They are in Year ____________________    

 

Parent / Caregiver name: _____________________________________ 

 

Contact phone number:   _____________________________________ 

 

 


