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  “Learning today to succeed tomorrow” 
 Kia mau ki ngā akoranga, kia tau ai āpōpō  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 

 
 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website:  www.banksave.school.nz  

31 Aug – 11 Sept Jellie Park Swimming Programme – Team Miro 
Friday 4 September School Assembly at 2:15 pm – everyone welcome 

Friday 4 September DISCO 
Monday 7 September PTA Meeting – 7:00 pm in the staffroom 
Wednesday 9 September Bernard Mangakohia Performance – whole school 
Friday 11 September Junior Module Maths Session – 12:00 – 12:30 pm 
Thursday 17 September School Photos 
Tuesday 22 September BOT Meeting – 6:30 pm in the Sky Room – all welcome 
Friday 25 September Last day Term 3 – children dismissed at 3:00 pm 
Monday 12 October Term 4 begins 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 
NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 

 

SCHOOLGEN LINK: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-schools/banks-avenue-school-christchurch
 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one on the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  
Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html 
If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children. 

 

Dear Parents and Whānau 
 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou – a warm welcome to 
you all. 
 

A special big Banks Avenue School welcome to the 
following children and their families who joined our 
school community this week. 
 

 
 
 
 

Last week there were two key highlights for me. 
Book Week was a huge success; thanks to all the 
parents who supported us by purchasing books 
throughout the week. A reasonable amount was 
raised which will feed back into the library and into 
teams. The parade on Friday afternoon was 
delightful; there were many outstanding outfits. 
Even the bad weather couldn’t dampen our spirits. 

My second highlight was the quiz evening organised 
by the PTA. This was an awesome community event 
organised by a small team of dedicated PTA 
members. A special thanks to Wendy Preston who 
worked hard behind the scenes to coordinate this. 
 

This week we also have a number of events to look 
forward to.  The disco on Friday night will be another 

exciting event for our students.   Our senior school have begun swimming 
this week at Jellie Park. Thanks to the 
parents who are helping by providing parent 
help.  Our netball and basketball teams have their 
final games. Thanks to Jan Thompson and 
Abby Savage for all of your help throughout 
the season organising these teams.  Today, our Kapa Haka group are performing 
in the Cultural Festival: this is a culmination 
of a lot of hard work. 

Hi, kia ora, goeie dag, haileo, jou sanh, goedendag 
. 

 

Ella 
Rm 5 

Cooper 
Rm 5 

Hazel 
Rm 5 
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http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html


 

 

Before School  
We have quite a few children arriving at school 
before 8:30 am. As there is no official supervision 
before 8:30 am we ask that any children who are 
here early assemble either on the back court area or 
at the end of the Room 15-18 block, beside the ramp 
leading into the caretaker’s room. On cold or wet 
days we invite children into the library. We will 
remind children of the designated assembly areas but 
we ask that you also mention it if you know your 
child is one of our regular early arrivers. 
 

Whole School Assembly 
On Friday afternoon we have our 
next ‘Whole School Assembly’ 
planned for 2:30 pm.  Parents / 
whānau are welcome to attend. 

 

School Values 
Responsible 
Stella and Hannah (Dudley block) – 
well done to both of these girls who 
acted responsibly after they 
witnessed an inappropriate incident in the 
playground.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Focused Schooling 
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications

/schooling/109306  
This is a link to a very informative article that 
unpacks changes that are occurring in the education 
system in New Zealand and that are very pertinent to 
us at Banks Avenue School as we prepare for our 
new school. In this article the authors’ discuss the 
need to ‘unbundle’ current structures and routines in 
schools and reassemble them in newer smarter ways 
The question is, which ideas should sit at the heart of 
this rebundling? Their work suggests at least six 
emerging principles.  Each week I will include one 
of their principles in our newsletter. 
Theme 1: Personalising learning 
Personalising learning aligns with the idea that 
education systems must move away from an 
Industrial Age “one-size-fits-all” model. The idea of 
“personalising learning” calls for reversing the 

“logic” of education systems so that the system is 
built around the learner, rather than the learner being 
required to fit with the system.6 This challenges us to 
think about how to deploy the resources for learning 
(teachers, time, spaces, technology) more flexibly to 
meet learners’ needs. It also requires us to think 
about the new resources that may be needed, beyond 
those traditionally thought of as part of the schooling 
system, and to think about how best to support 
learners’ access to those resources. While 
personalising learning-based approaches are being 
implemented in a limited way, in pockets and/or at 
the margins of the sector, we are not yet seeing the 
kinds of “deep personalisation” argued for by future-
focused educationalists.7 
 

Whakatauki 

He kai kei aku ringa 

There is food at the end of my hands 

Said by a person who can use his basic abilities and 

resources to create success. 
 

Mentors 
We have a number of children who could benefit 
from a mentor - a special person to spend one on one 
time with regularly. There is an organisation 
called big brothers big sisters who provide mentors 
for children however their resources are currently 
stretched and they don't have any available. We are 
considering setting up our own mentoring scheme 
for our children. To be a mentor you would need to  be prepared to give up 1/2 an hour a week to 

come and meet with one child, your 
buddy,  who would be matched with you.  meet with the principal or a designated staff 
member and be police vetted  be willing to organise a range of activities to 
run with your buddy, e.g. kicking a ball 
around on the back court, reading books in 
the library, playing board games, cooking, 
craft work  At this stage this is just a proposal and it will 
not get organised without adults to support it 
therefore I am asking for a show of interest 
from any parents or grandparents who have 
a little time to spare and may like to be 
considered as a mentor.  

 

Please complete the form at the end of this 
newsletter and return it to the office or email 
with your details to: 
principal@banksave.school.nz 
 

Thanks for considering being a mentor. 

 
This Friday, 4 September 

No tickets sold after 3:15pm on Friday  

NO DOOR SALES 

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/schooling/109306
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/schooling/109306
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/schooling/109306#footnotes
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A snippet of news from: the Junior 

Module 
We had a great reading session with parents last 
Friday on the last day of our book week. What a 
treat it was to wander around the school and to come 
across groups of children 
and in some cases a 
shark, sitting closely 
together in order to listen 
to the book being read to 
them. Giggles and 
questions could be heard, 
the absolute 
concentration on the 
book could be seen and the joint pleasure in the day 
could be felt. 
 

Some people were cuddled together on knees or on 
beanbags. They were inside classrooms and outside 
too and all had a common purpose to share in the joy 
of the word and the picture and the story that 
underpins what reading is about.  Our reading 
session today meant that our students, mums, dads, 
other family members, teachers and friends were all 
able to join together in a shared learning situation.   
 

This building of reading relationships is pivotal to 
learning and these opportunities to read together and 
to be read to can influence how we talk and what we 
talk about. Reading together can influence how we 
think about the world, who we are in it, and who we 
create memories with and how.  This session on 
Friday reminded me of the author Mem Fox and the 
advice she gives to parents in what she terms her 
‘Ten read-aloud commandments’. 

1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes 
every single day reading aloud. From birth! 

2. Read at least three stories a day: it may be 
the same story three times. Children need to 
hear a thousand stories before they can begin 
to learn to read. Or the same story a 
thousand times!  

3. Read aloud with animation. Listen to your 
own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or 
boring. Hang loose and be loud, have fun 
and laugh a lot. 

4. Read with joy and enjoyment: real 
enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the 
listeners. 

5. Read the stories that your child loves, over 
and over, and over again, and always read in 
the same ‘tune’ for each book: i.e. with the 
same intonations and volume and speed, on 
each page, each time. 

6. Let children hear lots of language by talking 
to them constantly about the pictures, or 
anything else connected to the book; or sing 
any old song that you can remember; or say 

nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy 
together doing clapping games. 

7. Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in 
books for young children, and make sure the 
books are really short. 

8. Play games with the things that you and the 
child can see on the page, such as letting 
kids finish rhymes, and finding the letters 
that start the child’s name and yours, 
remembering that it’s never work, it’s 
always a fabulous game. 

9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense 
around books. 

10. Please read aloud every day because you just 
adore being with your child, not because it’s 
the right thing to do.  

As downloaded from her website: 
http://memfox.com/for-parents/for-parents-ten-read-
aloud-commandments/ on the 1.9.2015. 
 

Ahoy me hearties  
During Book Week Rooms 15 and 16 joined 
together for five days of pirate fun. There were 
pirate sayings, pirate maths, pirate descriptions and 
an abundance of pirate books to read. It was lucky 
that it was a dress up day on Friday because it can be 
tricky being a pirate without a hat or a stripy top. 
These two classes often work together so it was no 
hardship to become a crew together even when they 
were given some very pirate names.  
 
You may be surprised to learn that pirates have to be 
very co-operative in order to complete their daily 
duties, e.g., the pirate apprentices in Rooms 15 and 
16 had to polish up their 
pirate language and voices 
so they could be heard and 
understood, they had to 
follow instructions given by 
their captains and they had 
to keep their eyes open in 
case there was treasure to be 
found and shared. Maybe that is 
why they are now learning about 
fractions… because even pirates 
have to share. Well done crew 
you were great pirate apprentices 
all week! 
 

http://memfox.com/for-parents/for-parents-ten-read-aloud-commandments/
http://memfox.com/for-parents/for-parents-ten-read-aloud-commandments/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank all of you who could come to this session and hope that these photos give you a better idea of what it looked 

like to those of us who saw you in action.  
 
Stones Rock! You never really know what will be in 
Ms Carroll’s office but on one particular day, not so 
long ago; it was two children, one teacher and quite 
a stone collection.   
 

Whilst talking one day Maycen, Phoebe and  
Ms Carroll discovered that they had a common 
interest and that each of them had collected a 
number of rocks over their lifetime. They brought 
some to school that week but when Phoebe and  
Ms Carroll saw the stones that Maycen had in his 
container they just knew they had to tip them out and 
to sort them into piles by colour and type of stone.  
This was a fascinating thing to do and it took the 
whole of lunchtime 
to do. Well done 
Maycen and Phoebe 
for sharing your 
knowledge about 
rocks and stones 
with Ms Carroll.  
She was impressed 
with your sorting 
skills and the fact 
that no stones (other 
than her own) were left in her office.  
 

 

 

PTA News and Events  
First of all, I would like to thank everyone who came 
along to our very first Banks Avenue Quiz Night 
Fundraiser last Thursday. Not only was it an 
awesomely fun night but it was also one of our most 
successful fundraising events we've had. I can 
confirm that the Quiz Night raised a total of 
$1527.00 all of which will directly benefit the 
children here at Banks Avenue School. A big thank 
you to Wendy and Katrina for the time and effort 
they put into organising this event.  I'm very much 
looking forward to our next one! 
 

Second of all, just a quick reminder of the upcoming 
disco this Friday. We have enough parent helpers for 
this event but thank you to everyone who offered to 
volunteer. Due to health and safety regulations, only 
official disco helpers will be allowed into the disco. 
These helpers will be signed in on arrival and will 
need to sign out when leaving and will be allocated 
tasks for the night. 
 

And last of all, our next PTA meeting will be held 
this Monday (7 September) at 7:00 pm in the staff 
room. Everyone is welcome to come along, the more 
the merrier! It would be great to see some new faces. 
 

Cheers 
Jen Dellabarca, PTA Chairperson 

 

 

Mentor 
Full Name:   _______________________________      Contact details:  _________________________ 
I am interested in learning more about being a mentor. 
My association with Banks Avenue School is ______________________________________________ 
(e.g., my daughter Gemma is in Room 13 or I am Sam in Room 31’s grandma). 
I would be available to mentor at these times, e.g., Monday to Thursday afternoons 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Kindness is a language that the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” 


