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       Banks Avenue School 
        Learning today to succeed tomorrow 

          Kia mau ngā akoranga, kia tau ai āpōpō 
 

N E W S L E T T E R  
 
 

 

 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website: www.banksave.school.nz  

Friday 2 June TEACHER ONLY DAY – school is closed for instruction 

Monday 5 June Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday 6 June Lucky Book Club Orders are due back to school.   

 7 - 8 June Team Kahikatea – Airforce Museum 

Friday 9 June Disco – more information nearer the time. 

Thursday 22 June Elgregoe Show for junior school.  Information coming home today. 

Thursday 22 June Junior School ‘Fish and Chip’ night from 5:30 – 6:30pm. 

Tuesday 15 August Reading Together Programme (parents only) 1:40pm in the staffroom 

Tuesday 22 August Reading Together Programme (parents and children) 1:40pm in the staffroom 

Tuesday 29 August Reading Together Programme (parents only) 1:40pm (parents only)  

Tuesday 26 September Reading Together Programme (parents only) 1:40pm final meeting and graduation 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 

NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 
 

SCHOOLGEN LINK: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-schools/banks-avenue-school-christchurch

 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one of the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  

Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html  or via our Tiqbiz app: www.tiqbiz.com 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children 

 

Dear Parents and Whānau 
 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou – a warm welcome to 

you all.  

 

A nice big welcome to new 

entrant Jayden in Room 8 and 

his family to our Banks 

Avenue School community. 

 

 
 

Talofa 
At the end of this week we will be half way through 

Term 2 - a scary thought as it seems as if we have just 

started back. Teachers are getting ready to start 

writing reports. These will go out in the last week of 

this term and parents will be able to have the 

opportunity to discuss children’s progress at early in 

Term 3 at our next learning conversation session. 
Due to a family commitment I missed last Friday's 

pink shirt day. Well done to everyone who made the 

effort to make a stand against bullying by wearing a 

pink shirt. I have seen some gorgeous photos.  
 

 

PB4L is a great tool for helping us build a positive 

school culture where bullying is minimised through 

focusing on our values, however, every now and again 

a serious consequence needs to be put in place for 

inappropriate behaviour. 
 

As a school our most serious response begins with a 

stand down. This is a formal process where children 

who are stood down are not permitted to attend school 

for a number of days - usually 1-5 days. If a child is 

stood down, the BoT is notified as are the Ministry of 

Education. Children can only be stood down for up to 

10 days a year. If they are stood down for more than 

ten days then they are suspended from school and the 

BoT need to meet to decide on the next course of 

action. The most severe action is to exclude the child 

and thus stop them returning to that school in the 

future. We will always work with children and their 

families and endeavour to put in supports and 

interventions to stop it getting to the point where a 

child needs to be excluded, however, in saying this we 

can only succeed if parents work in partnership with 

us. 
 

Whakatauki 
He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata 
Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure 

Hi, kia ora, An-nyong, Ha-se-yo, Talofa, Mālō e lelei.  
. 
. 

, konnichiwa. 
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New School Vision 
Currently our school vision is ‘Learning Today to 

Succeed Tomorrow’.  At a recent staff meeting we 

discussed this and decided it is an opportune time to 

review our vision and to align the new vision with our 

school HEART values.  
 

The vision the staff preferred is: 
Living and Learning with HEART 

 

We would love to get parents feedback on this. Please 

complete the slip at the bottom of this newsletter or 

email principal@banksave.school.nz  with vision in 

the subject line to give us your feedback.  
 

City Church - Thank you 
In Term 1 I was approached by a school family who 

have a strong connection to the City Church. They 

asked how they could support our school and in doing 

so support our community. A key need is providing 

pastoral care to children and families therefore I 

suggested either mentors for some of our children or if 

possible counsellors or psychologist support. We have 

many children who have suffered varying degrees of 

trauma in their lives and who would benefit from 

some one on one support. Although we fund a school 

social worker there is often a greater need for therapy. 

We get frustrated by the lack of support from outside 

agencies, in particular with anything to do with mental 

health. 
 

I was thrilled when City Church came back to us this 

term with the help they have sourced and are funding. 

They will be providing a 

councillor for a day and a half 

every week; this councillor is 

trained in play therapy, a tool 

that should be very effective in 

helping children speak about 

their fears and anxieties. I 

cannot express our gratitude 

enough. This is a very 

generous offer and it will have 

a real benefit for many of our 

children. Thank you Carol, Garth and City Church! 
 

 
 

 

Tomorrow is 

World Milk 

Day. 

Big thanks to 

Fonterra for 

their Milk in 

Schools 

Programme 

 

 

Samoan Language Week 
'Ma’au i lou ofaga. Maua’a lou fa’asinomaga 

Keep your identity alive, to thrive' 

 

It was joyful to walk into the staffroom on Monday 

morning and see a lovely display of Samoan books 

and artifacts. 

 

This was set up by our ‘Cultural Responsiveness 

Team’ in recognition of Samoan Language Week.  At 

Banks Ave we have 32 different ethnicities. This 

diversity of culture is something we value and 

celebrate, it makes us special as a school. The theme 

of Samoan Language Week is ‘keep your identity 

alive to thrive’. This is very important for all cultures. 

 

Key phrases                             Samoan flag                          

 

Tapa cloth 
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Teacher Only Day- Friday 2 June  
School will be closed for instruction this Friday as 

we have our second Teacher Only Day for the 

year.  These professional development days are 

invaluable to staff. We really appreciate the 

opportunity we get to have whole school, in depth 

professional development. I have listed our agenda for 

the day so you can see the things we will be covering. 
TOD Agenda 

1. Guest Speaker: Doctor Kathleen Liberty. 

Doctor Liberty has carried out research on the effects 

of the 2011 earthquakes on Christchurch's children. 

There is strong evidence about the trauma and anxiety 

the earthquakes had and the effect it has had on 

children’s learning and behaviour. Doctor Liberty will 

also share some positive strategies schools can put in 

place to support and manage children’s anxiety.  
 

2.  Sign language Taster Session: we have a guest 

presenter coming in to work with all staff to support 

our journey as a school embracing sign language.  
 

3. Sunshine Circles: we have two of our teachers 

trained in using Sunshine Circles. This session will 

give the rest of our staff the opportunity to find out 

more about the programme.  

 

Sunshine Circles ® are adult-directed and structured, 

but rather than talking, the teacher leads playful, 

cooperative and nurturing activities.  Sunshine 

Circles are 99% interactive and create an atmosphere 

of fun, caring, acceptance and encouragement that 

leads to better social, emotional and even cognitive 

development. Children generally embrace the three 

rules of Sunshine Circles… No Hurts, Stick Together 

and Have Fun!... and carry them with them 

throughout the day. Sunshine Circles can very quickly 

and dramatically improve the quality of the classroom 

and provide teachers with resources to maintain an 

emotionally positive and cognitively enriched 

environment. 

 

4. Cultural Responsiveness - CR: Cultural 

Responsiveness is one of 2017s strategic goals. This 

session will be led by our CR team and it will give us 

some more awareness and key strategies we can use in 

our rooms to support children in knowing and 

celebrating who they are.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Values 
Congratulations to the following children who have 

earned 25 value tokens. 

 
Excellence: Olivia, Harry, Reeve, 

Xanthe, Joel , Issi, Holly, Sasha, 

Lakena,  Fraser, Niko, Caitlin, 

Tessa, Mia, Sophie, Keegan, 

Natalia, Locky,  Kegan, Ava, Madi, 

Isaac, Jaya, Annabel,  Mika and 

Hamish (all from Dudley) and 

Holli  L(Rm10).  

 
Respect: Tessa and Sophie (from Dudley) 
 
Wristbands 
Congratulations to these children who have earned 

their excellence wristband (50 HEART tokens) 
Excellence: Lakena M, Sophie McT and Madi C, (all 

from Dudley) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community of Learning - CoL 
Our school has formed a Community of Learning 

(CoL) with the other schools in our cluster; Shirley 

Boys’, Avonside Girls, Shirley Intermediate, 

Chisnallwood Intermediate, Waitakiri and Shirley 

Primary.  The key purpose of a CoL is to improve 

student achievement across a group of schools. In 

order to do this common achievement challenges are 

identified and resourcing is put in place to improve 

teaching and learning and thus lift student 

achievement. There will be a lead principal appointed 

to oversee the CoL. They will be released from their 

normal school two days a week in order to do this. 

There will also be expert teachers appointed within 

each school and across the schools to provide support. 

A stewardship Board of Trustees will be formed to 

oversee the CoL and to make appointments. Glenn 

Bongartz, one of our current BoT members, has been 

appointed to the stewardship group. Becoming a 

Community of Learning is an exciting step forward as 

it will offer many more opportunities for our learners 

on the East.  
 

 

 

Fidget Spinners 
Please note children are not to bring Fidgit 

Spinners to school.  There may be some need 

for individual children to have these and if they 

are needed/beneficial the teachers will supply 

them as part of the learning programme. 

 

Thank you for your help and for keeping them 

at home. 

 



 

 

Policy Review 
This term we review two policies: Documentation 

and Self Review and Employer Responsibility. 

Usually parents are asked to give feedback on 

policies, however both these policies are only due to 

be reviewed by staff and Board members. As a parent 

you can access any of our school policies on line. 

http://banksave.schooldocs.co.nz/  

logon: banksave, password:  banks.  
 

Banks Avenue Basketball Stars 
Our Banks Ave Superstars Year 5/6 

team will be playing at halftime of the 

Rams game this Saturday 3 June. 

Thanks to all those who have 

purchased tickets to the game so they 

can support our team.  Go the 

Superstars!   
 
 
 

 

 

Kainah from Room 18 is improving by the day.  His 

concentration and self-managing skills just keep on 

improving and I am so delighted to see his progress.   
 

Ka pai and keep up the wonderful learning you are 

doing.  

LUCKY BOOK CLUB –  
ORDERS CLOSE TUESDAY 6 JUNE 2017 
Issue 3 brochures have 

been distributed to your 

children.  You can now do 

your own orders online if 

you wish - visit 

mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz 

and your order will be delivered to school for 

distribution. 
 

DISCO coming up! 
The next school disco will be on Friday 9 June from 

6:00 - 7.15pm. Tickets are $3 each. 

Ticket information is coming home 

with children today. Now is a good 

time to practise recognising and 

handling coins with your child as 

light up items, drink and snacks will 

all be available to purchase. 
 

Money and ticket information must be back in the 

drop box by Thursday 8 June.   So get your dancing 

shoes ready and let’s have a great night! 

NO DOOR SALES.  
 

Naked Baker Pie Orders:  

Orders must be back at school by Friday 9 June.  
Money must be paid to the PTA either 

cash, cheque or directly to the PTA 

bank account.  Details for this are on 

the order form.  This form is also on 

our website. The link is: 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/pta.html 
 

Entertainment Books  

Available NOW, only $65! 

Order online through our link: 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/1348e93 

 

REMEMBER $13 from EACH BOOK 

comes back to the school. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

School Vision - Feedback 
A vision statement should summarise what our school stands for, and what we want for our students (and staff). 

 

Old vision:   Learning Today to Succeed Tomorrow 

Suggested new vision:  Living and Learning with HEART 

 

Which vision statement do you prefer?                                   Old             New 

Reason: 

 

 

Have you any other suggestions we could consider as a vision statement. 

‘HOT SHOT’ LEARNER’ 
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