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       Banks Avenue School 
        Living and Learning with HEART  

           Te oranga me te ako ki  te Ngākau 
       

  N E W S L E T T E R  
 
 

 

 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website: www.banksave.school.nz  

Thursday 7 March Learning Conversations 

Friday 8 March Team Miro Top Team 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

 2/H Uniform Shop open 2:45 – 3;15pm 

Monday 11 March DMIC Parent Information Evening with Bobbie Hunter 6:30 – 8:00pm in the library 

Tuesday 12 March Duffy Theatre Show at Shirley Intermediate School 10:30am – 12:30pm 

Friday 15 March Huihuinga (school assembly) at 2:00pm in the library 

18 – 29 March Junior Module Swimming at Tairoa QE11 

Wednesday 20 March Spring Bulb Orders are due back at school 

 Teacher Union Meeting 

Thursday 21 March Teacher Union Meeting 

Monday 25 March Canterbury Duathlon 

 Team Miro Camp Parent Information Evening 7:00pm in the library 

Thursday 4 April Canterbury Swimming Sports 

Friday 5 April Huihuinga (school assembly) 2:00pm in the library  

Tuesday 9 April Whole School Cross Country, postponement day 11/4 

Thursday 11 April Last day Term 1.  Children dismissed at 3:00pm 

Friday 12 April TEACHER ONLY DAY 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 

NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 
 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one of the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  

Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html  or via our Flexibuzz app: 

www.flexibuzz.com 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

Dear Parents and Whānau

DMIC – Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities 
This is a fantastic Opportunity for all parents to find out about our DMIC maths programme 

We have been most fortunate to have Bobbie Hunter from Massey University accept an invitation to come and talk 

with our parent community about DMIC. Bobbie is the 'guru' in regards to this practice and is the powerhouse behind 

the implementation of DMIC throughout the country.  

  

We would very much like to invite all parents to come and hear her talk about this method of teaching and the benefits 

it has for children's mathematical learning.  

  

When: Monday 11 March – 6:30 – 8:00pm 

Where: Banks Avenue School Library 

 

Put this date in your diary now!  We look forward to seeing you there.  
  

Please RSVP using the tear off slip at the end of this newsletter. Return slips to the drop box or the classroom 

teacher. 

 

Hi, kia ora, Bonjour, Goede dag, Guten Tag, Namaste 
. 
. 

, konnichiwa. 
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Learning Conversations  
School closes for instruction at 12:30pm 

tomorrow, Thursday 7 March for day two of our 

Learning Conversations.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who came yesterday for 

our first round of learning conversations. These are a 

great opportunity to build relationships with the class 

teacher and discuss your child’s learning. 
 

Our second and final day for learning conversations are 

tomorrow, Thursday. Once again school is closed for 

instruction for the afternoon as learning conversations 

go from 1:00 to 8:00pm. If you cannot make a meeting 

please ring the office to let us know. 
 

A crèche will be operating from Room 12 for 

siblings while children attend Learning 

Conversations.  
 

Our next lot of learning conversations happen at the 

beginning of term 3. Before then you will have 

received a written report on your child's progress for 

the first half of the year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees Elections 2019 
All of New Zealand’s state and state-integrated schools 

have a Board of Trustees.  The Board of Trustees is the 

Crown entity responsible for the governance of the 

school.  The Board is entrusted to work on behalf of 

the children who attend the school.  Its role emphasizes 

strategic leadership rather that administrative detail and 

ensures that the school complies with legal and policy 

requirements.  The primary focus of the Board of 

Trustees, Principal and staff is to ensure the very best 

educational outcomes for all children attending Banks 

Avenue School. 
 

Board elections are coming up in June this year. If you 

are thinking about joining our Board of Trustees you 

can attend a Korari Session from 6:00 – 8:00pm on 

Tuesday 9 April on the Haeata campus.  
 

The Korari Programme for anyone interested in finding 

out about standing for the school board elections and 

having a say in the education of their children.  
 

To find out more information you can ring  0800 782 

435 or contact Luciene at lshelley@nzsta.org.nz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koryn from The Nest started school ready to be a 

learner from the first day.  She is a thoughtful girl who 

works hard to make good decisions when working and 

playing with the other children.   

 

Well done Koryn.  We love having you in our nest.   

 

Internet Challenges- What can parents 

do? 
Last week on our school Facebook page we posted a 

warning about Momo, an internet challenge that can 

scare children and encourage them to do dangerous 

things. There are a number of other internet challenges 

currently and these will continue to develop so how 

can parents protect their children? 

 

Talk about it. Though we can't always be with our 

young children and teens to prevent dangerous 

behavior, our words really can stay with them. Say, "If 

you ever want to do an internet challenge, check with 

me first." 

 

Get them to think - Help your child think through the 

challenges and whether they're safe or have potential 

risks. Say, "Walk through each step and figure out 

where things could go wrong." 

 

Acknowledge peer pressure - Today's children think of 

internet personalities as their peers, so seeing children 

on YouTube doing a challenge could influence your 

child. Say, "Why do you want to do this? Is this a 

video of yourself that you really want out in the 

world?" 

 

Stay (somewhat) up to date - Ask your child about 

what's happening in their lives when they're not 

distracted - even when it seems like they don't want 

you to. Sometimes children are more willing to talk 

about what's going on with other children than with 

themselves, so pose questions about friends, school, 

and trends. Once the conversation is open, you can get 

a sense of what your child thinks about the latest craze 

- and if they're safe. Keep an open mind and intervene 

‘HOT SHOT’ LEARNER’ 
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if you're concerned. Say, "Would you consider doing a 

viral stunt if someone asked you? Which ones would 

you do and not do?" 

Model responsible online habits - Some parents are the 

ones recording their children taking these challenges, 

so make sure your involvement sends the message you 

intend. Today it might be harmless, but tomorrow it 

might be more dangerous. Help your children make the 

distinction so they can stay safe. Say, "Let's do a funny 

challenge together, but we'll only film it if you want to, 

and we'll only share it with family." 

 

Encourage them not to keep the challenge going by 

scaring others with the threat of momo. We are aware 

that some of our older students are scaring younger 

children by talking about momo to them. 

 

Current Internet Challenges 

 

I have included a few links [UK and NZ articles] 

regarding the Momo Challenge so you can read and 

understand a little more about it. There are differing 

opinions as to whether this is an actual concern, urban 

legend or myth.  

 

Momo Challenge      Momo Challenge      

 

Netsafe has a very useful article here:  Netsafe Article  

 

If your child encounters the Momo Challenge while 

watching games, You Tube Clips, or on their social 

media, please report directly to the platform itself 

and/or access the Netsafe reporting tab at the top of 

their homepage and make a report via Netsafe. 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/ 

 

Union Meeting Update 
Teachers are attending Union meetings on Wednesday 

20 March and Thursday 21 March. We will have 

half our teachers attending on one day and the other 

half the following day. This will put a strain on the 

teachers who remain each day therefore we are 

suggesting, where possible, that parents pick their 

children up at 12:30pm. The union meetings are in the 

afternoon. We will provide supervision for those 

students whose parents cannot pick them up. 
Ruru (Rooms 1 and 2) and Team Kahikatea (Rooms 7, 

15, 16, 17 and 18) are swimming that week. Swimming 

will continue without any interruption. The team leader 

of these two groups will send home an additional 

notice letting parents know what is happening on those 

afternoons for their children. 
 

IMPORTANT 

At the bottom of this newsletter 

is a slip where you can indicate 

whether your child will need supervision at 

school. Please complete one slip per family and 

return it to school by Friday 8 March. If we do 

not receive a slip back we will assume the child 

/children will be picked up each day at 12:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey - Does your child have asthma,  

eczema or other health conditions?  
Do you have children with asthma, eczema or other 

health conditions and have wondered if it could be 

linked to something in your environment? 
 

The University of Otago Medical School is looking at 

smart ways of monitoring air pollution inside your 

home and they would like your feedback. 
 

To help, please complete this survey: 

http://j.mp/2DVBqf5 
 

It will take about 10 to 15 minutes and you need to be 

a parent. If you have more than one child, please 

complete the survey for the child who is most affected 

by health difficulties. If all your children are healthy, 

you can still complete the survey, just leave question 5 

blank and select "Very Good" health for question 6. 
 

This survey is anonymous and confidential. If you 

want to know more or have questions you can contact 

The Otago Medical School on 03 372 6718. 
 

Duffy Theatre Show: Volunteer 

Assistants needed 12 March 2019 
Are any parents or caregivers available to assist us 

with walking to Shirley Intermediate School on 

Tuesday the 12 March in order to see the annual Duffy 

Theatre show? This year it is called: 

Duffy: Stuck in the Game.   
 

We will be leaving the school grounds 

at 10:30am in order to be all settled in 

the hall by 11:00am for the start of the 

show. We anticipate being back at 

school by 12:15 - 12: 30pm. 
 

If you can help us with this please see the office for a 

volunteer assistant form. Read the form carefully 

before you sign it.   
 

Cowles Chargers Basketball  

Competition for Year 5 to 8 children. 
If your child is interested in playing in a fun basketball 

competition on a Friday 

afternoon please email:  

cowlesstadium@gmail.com with 

their name and year level.  Flyers 

are available at the school office. 
 

REMINDERS 

Junior Module Tairoa QE11 Swimming 

$35.00 

 

Team Miro Top Team $2.00 

 

Remember to get these paid a.s.a.p.  We do 

not want anyone to miss out. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/viral-youtube-challenges-internet-stunts-popular-with-kids?utm_source=NEW+03012019+DEFAULT&utm_medium=email
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HEART Values 
Our HEART values are central to all that we do at 

Banks Avenue School. Children are given HEART 

tokens for showing individual values. These tokens are 

collated by the class teacher. When a child has twenty 

five HEART tokens for a value their name goes in the 

newsletter. When they have earned fifty tokens for a 

value they receive a value wristband. Once a child has 

received all five HEART wristbands they work toward 

the Black wristband - This makes them a Banks 

Avenue Star. 

 

Some children earn more than one wristband for the 

same value. These children get to have lunch with the 

principal once a term. 

 

Children belong to four different houses; each term all 

HEART tokens are added to see which house has 

received the most tokens for the term. There is always 

a small treat for children in the winning house. 

 

Congratulations to the following children who have all 

earned 25 HEART tokens - well done!  
 

Hauora:   Lily Y (Tui). 

  

Excellence: Cobey F, Corban K, 

Aya P (Tui). 

 

Respect:  Corban K (Tui). 

 

Togetherness: Gabriel G, Olivia S (Tui).  

 

Fifty HEART Tokens 

Congratulations - these children have earned a 

wristband. 

 

Hauora: Daniel L (Tui).  

 

Excellence:   Winter M-W (Black 

Robins).  

 

Aroha: Danielle P (Black Robins), Lily S (Tui).  

 

Respect:  Ashleigh D, Charlotte F (Black Robins), 

Lily Y (Tui).  

 

Togetherness:  Walter B (Black Robin), Lauren B, 

Indi B (Tui).  
 

Tune in to HEARTbeat 106.7FM   
Listen to our students master 

broadcasting radio. If you 

live close to the school 

(within 6 kms) you can 

tune into 106.7FM on your radio, 

to listen. If you live further away, you can access 

HEARTbeat 106.7FM online, from our school website. 

For quick access just click on the link below.  
 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html 

Christian Religious Education - Bible in 

Schools 
CRE is a fun programme that encourages children to 

make positive life choices, grow in character and relate 

well to others. Children reinforce values that connect 

to the curriculum. They include bible stories that help 

reinforce messages like: treat others how you want to 

be treated, show respect, do your best, be a good 

friend, help others and ask for help, make good choices 

and help others make good choices. 

 

We are very fortunate to have Bob Jaeger come in once 

a week to run bible study classes with children. These 

sessions occur once week, on a Wednesday, and take 

place in the library before school from 8:30 -9:00am. 

Children from all year groups are welcome to attend. 
 

These sessions do not focus on any particular religion - 

they tend to be values based. The children who attend 

enjoy them and like Bob’s caring and gentle manner.  
 

If you would like your child to attend bring them to 

school by 8:25am on a Wednesday. Our first session is 

next week.  

 

Programmes are broadcasted every day before school 

from 8:30am - 9:00am and at lunchtimes from 

12:30pm-1:00pm. 

 

PTA News 
Uniform Shop 

OPEN Friday 8 March 2.45 - 3.15pm 
SALE continues - Size 5 Sweatshirt, polo fleece & shirt   
(BUY one and get one FREE) 
 

Spring Bulbs Fundraiser 

Don’t forget the PTA Spring Bulbs Fundraiser forms 

are due back on Wednesday 20 March. 

 

Bottles Needed! 

The PTA will be running a mystery bottle stall (bottle 

tombola) at the Avebury House Gala on Saturday  

30 March. We would love parents and caregivers to 

contribute to this fundraiser by bringing unwrapped 

bottles into the office by Tuesday 26 March. A 

container for the bottles will be under the drop box. 

Ideas include: 

Relish, jams, taco sauces, dessert toppings, coffee 

syrups, non-alcoholic drinks, shampoo, bubble bath, 

moisturiser, hand creams etc.  
 

Please no alcoholic drinks and we ask that 

you check ‘use by’ dates on bottles. 

 
AGM Meeting 

Monday 18 March 

7:00pm in the staffroom 

All welcome 

 

 

 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html


Chocolate Fundraising 
Our camp fundraising has had a very successful start. 

Money banked through the drop box is cleared and 

credited to children daily, i.e., $22 per carry pack of 

chocolates sold. If you wish to sell more chocolates to 

help with your camp costs please see Ms Thompson or 

Miss Bourne in Dudley for extra chocolate carry packs. 

We will continue fundraising throughout Term 1 until 

all of the chocolate carry packs are gone. Keep up the 

great work everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Kahikatea 

have been making 

coloured HEARTS 

and you can see 

them all on our front 

fence along Banks 

Ave. 

 

Its looks beautiful.  

Sharing some love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great big thank you for your votes that has helped us 

win lunch for 30 students compliments of Cambridge 

Homes Canterbury.  Good job.  We 

are now waiting for more information 

from Cambridge Homes Canterbury to 

see how and when this will happen.  

We will keep you posted.  

 

Whakatauki 
 

 
 

 

Latest News 
Click on the link below to check out the Latest News page on our school website.  The children in our 

school Media Team capture all the events that are occurring in the school. You will find their news articles 

here. 

 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/latest-news-20189.html 

 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/latest-news-20189.html


5 March 2019  

 

To all Primary School Staff and Communities 

 

Information regarding Measles Outbreak March 2019  
There is currently a measles outbreak in Christchurch affecting 

unimmunised or partially immunised infants, children and adults.  Measles 

is a highly infectious disease and is more serious than many people realise. Symptoms include fever, cough, red eyes 

and a runny nose, and then a rash which develops after about 3 days. About one in ten people with measles need to be 

hospitalised and 30% will develop complications.  

The best measles prevention is two doses of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine which is free for all New 

Zealand children. We ask parents and caregivers to make sure that their children’s immunisations are up-to-

date. Staff born during or after 1969 should also make sure that they are fully vaccinated for measles. 

More Information  
For further health information on measles please go to the Ministry of Health website http://www.moh.govt.nz or the 

Immunisation Advisory Centre website http://www.immune.org.nz  

You can also call the Immunisation Advisory Centre toll-free line 0800 IMMUNE (0800 466 863) for advice.  

Please find attached information for parents/caregivers for your use as required.  

Medical Officer of Health  
Community and Public Health, A Division of the Canterbury District Health Board 
 

*********************************************************************************************** 

DMIC – Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities 

 

YES – I / we will be attending this meeting on Monday 11 March at  

6:30 – 8:00pm in the library. 
 

 

Name:  _______________________  Number attending;  ----------- 

 

Please return this slip to the office drop box as soon as possible. 

 

 

************************************************************************** 

Union Meeting  

Return this slip to office by Friday 8 March 
Teachers are attending union meetings on the afternoon of Wednesday 20 March and the afternoon of  Thursday  

21 March. To help us manage numbers we are asking that, where possible, you pick your child / children up on at least 

one of these days. We do not expect parents to take time off work that is why we have kept half the teachers at school 

each day.  
 

If we will be supervising your child at school can you please indicate below.  If we do not receive a slip back we will 

assume the child /children will be picked up each day at 12:30pm. 

 

Will we be supervising your child at school on the following afternoons? 

Child/Children’s 

Name 

Room Number or Teachers 

Name 

Wednesday 20 March 

Supervision needed yes 

/  no 

Thursday 21 March 

Supervision needed yes 

/  no 

1. 
   

2. 
   

3. 
   

4. 
   

 


