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  “Learning today to succeed tomorrow” 

 Kia mau ki ngā akoranga, kia tau ai āpōpō  
 

N E W S L E T T E R  
 
 

 

 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website: www.banksave.school.nz  

Thursday 15 December Junior Module Fun Day 

Thursday 15 December Team Miro – Jellie Park 

Friday 16 December LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2016 – final assembly at 12:00pm on back court 

 Children dismissed at 12:30pm 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 

NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 
 

SCHOOLGEN LINK: http://schoolgen.co.nz/schoolgen-schools/banks-avenue-school-christchurch

 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one of the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  

Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html  or via our Tiqbiz app: www.tiqbiz.com 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children 

 

Dear Parents and Whānau 
 

Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou – a warm welcome to 

you all.  

 

The end of year has arrived! I know teachers and 

students are exhausted and in many cases dragging 

themselves across the finishing line - Friday 

lunchtime cannot come too soon. 

 

Our final activity for 2016 will be our leaving 

assembly on the backcourt. Parents are invited to join 

us at 12:00pm sharp. In this assembly we will 

announce our 2017 student leaders, present any final 

certificates and farewell our year six students and any 

staff who are leaving. We expect to be finished at 

12:30pm. 

 

This has been a busy week, however, the highlight 

was last evening where we recognised the efforts, 

talents and achievements of our year 6 students at our 

prize giving ceremony.  As I sat in the audience I had 

a growing sense of pride in our students and a sense of 

fulfilment. 

 

I know we have offered our students a multitude of 

learning experiences in and out of the 

classroom.  These experiences have allowed our 

students to shine culturally to develop as scholars, as 

sports people, as musicians and ultimately as young 

people overflowing with HEART. 

 

This growth does not just happen through osmosis - 

that is they arrive at school, sit in a classroom, leave at 

the end of the day, return the next day and so on for 

six long years. We get these talented, well-rounded 

and confident young people through hard work and 

effort. 

 

All teachers see each child as an individual and look 

to see what fires they can light, what support they can 

give and what extension is needed. BAS teachers and 

support staff, across all levels of the school work very 

hard for each and every child in their care.  

 

However, this alone would not be enough. We know 

the importance of working in partnership with whānau 

and families. We value and seek connections with 

families as we know together we can make a true 

difference. We also access and tap into a myriad of 

agencies and support people to help us and to help 

families. It does take a village to raise a child! 

 

Finally the biggest role in this journey is played by the 

individual child. The children who are most successful 

at school are the ones who give of themselves in as 

many areas as possible. They join the sports teams, 

they participate in cultural events, they seek challenge 

and see failure as a positive, and the chance to 

improve. Those children with growth mindsets, where 

everything is achievable with a bit of effort, will 

always be successful. Those children who know 

 

 

Hi, kia ora, An-nyong, Ha-se-yo, Talofa, Mālō e lelei  
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the value of positive relationships and friendships will 

always have others walking beside them.   

 

Ma whero ma pango ka oti ai te mahi 

With red and black the work will be complete 

This refers to co-operation where if everyone does 

their part, the work will be complete. The colours 

refer to the traditional kowhaiwhai patterns on the 

inside of the meeting houses. 

As our year 6s leave us I know we have fully 

supported them and that they are now ready for the 

next part of their learning journey. Their kete is full of 

great skills, knowledge and attitudes, they have 

learned today so they will succeed tomorrow! 

 

We will begin 2017 with about 350 children and 

expect to be back up to 400 by the end of the year. We 

look to our next generation of learners with 

anticipation and excitement! Great things are 

happening at BAS and it will continue to be rewarding 

and satisfying as we support each of our students to 

reach their full potential. 

 

Video Footage 
A highlight of last night's prize giving ceremony was 

the year 6 leaving movie. This was a skilled 

production, produced by Tracey Mora and starring all 

of our year six students. As much as we would love to 

post it on our website or onto facebook we cannot do 

this due to copyright laws in relation to the music that 

was used. Although we cannot share it publicly 

parents can get if a copy if they bring a memory stick 

into Tracey at the office before Friday morning.  

 

Thank You 
I need to thank some key people.  At BAS we have an 

amazing group of caring and talented teachers. These 

teachers not only offer stimulating classroom 

programmes they also step up during lunchtimes, after 

school and at weekends to offer a range of 

extracurricular activities. Thank you! 

 

Our support staff is made up of several learning 

assistants who work with individual students or small 

groups, offering remedial programmes or in some 

cases extension programmes. Learning assistants are 

invaluable and we truly appreciate and value all that 

they do.  This year we have had four admin ladies 

who are often the first port of call for parents. Thank 

you for all your efforts. 

 

Our caretaker Steve looks after our buildings and 

grounds and also does a myriad of tasks around the 

school.  Thanks Steve for all your hard work.  

 

Our BoT and our PTA are made up of a group of 

parents who dedicate their time and their energy to 

helping us help your children. Thank you for your 

commitment and support in making BAS the great 

place that it is. 

 

There are many parents who offer their time and 

energy throughout the year, helping at class level, 

with school trips or in other roles like mentors. Thank 

you. 

 

Finally I thank Tracey and Tricia, my two right hand 

ladies. We have had many successes this year but 

none of it would be possible without their hard work, 

skills and knowledge, creativity and inspiration. 

Thank you TT - you are both amazing leaders and I 

am lucky to be a part of such a solid team. 

 

Festive Wishes 
Christmas is an exciting time for most, however, it 

can also be stressful. Relax, enjoy and stay safe. We 

all wish you a very merry Christmas and look forward 

to all that 2017 may hold. 

 

Farewell 
This week we farewell several staff and friends of the 

school: 

Maaka Kahukuranui- our Kapa haka tutor.  

Matua Maaka has been at BAS for a number of years. 

During those years he has taken responsibility for 

engaging, encouraging and supporting our students to 

build their kapa haka skills. He is a huge asset with all 

things Māori and has guided us in our use of tikanga 

and cultural protocols. He has built leaders within the 

kapa haka group, encouraging older students to work 

with and teach the younger students thus fostering 

tuakana-teina relationships.  Matua Maaka has 

positively influenced many of our students over many 

years. We thank him and we will miss him.  

 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini 

ke.  

My strength does not come from me alone but also 

from others.  

 

Aaron Reid 

Aaron has been on the BoT for a number of years and 

BoT chairperson for the last three years.  Casey, his 

daughter, leaves us this year therefore Aaron’s time 

on the BoT is finishing. 

 

Thank you Aaron for all of your hard work, your 

guidance and your support for our school over a 

number of years. As a school we have benefitted from 

your willingness to seek change and your passion to 

strive for improvement.  You leave the BoT in good 

hands. The journey you began will be continued. All 

the best in the years ahead. 



 

 

Nicola Smith-Palmer 

Nic has taught year 3 and year 4 for a number of 

years. She leaves us to continue her teaching journey 

at St. Francis of Assisi.  Not only has Nic benefitted 

the children she has taught but as our Jump Jam 

instructor she has had an impact across the school by 

encouraging children to participate and compete as 

Jump Jammers. The teams she has coached have 

performed well both at a local level but also at a 

national level. Her ability to get boys involved in 

jump jam needs to be acknowledged - breaking down 

traditional gender barriers is no small effort. All the 

best Nic. 
 

Karyn Pearce 

Karyn has been on a fixed term contract for the last 

two terms teaching new entrants in room 5. Starting 

school is a significant milestone in a young person’s 

life so being welcomed into a warm and caring 

environment is critical. Thanks Karen for all that you 

have done to make these young people's first few 

months at school so positive. 
 

We also farewell some part time staff: 

Trish Connell - teacher release in the seniors 

Amanda Staniford- teacher release across the school 

Joanne Davidson - teacher release across the school 

Aaron Moffat-  learning assistant 

Kirsty Burke - learning assistant 

Jen Macdonald - part time office administrator. 
 

Although we farewell these staff members at the 

moment I would not be surprised to see some of them 

back in 2017. 
 

Oscar 2017 
There are still vacancies at Oscar for 2017. If you 

need after school childcare then Michelle on  

386 3555.  
 

Speech Winner 
Our 2016 year 6 speech winner was Lucinda 

Thompson Quinn. Lucinda had the audience engaged 

right from the beginning where she started with her 

mihi. In her speech she reflected on her highs at BAS; 

sharing memories and reflections. A lesson she has 

learned is to listen more than you speak - when you 

talk you are saying stuff you already know, however, 

when you listen you often learn something new! 

Congratulations Lucinda this was a great speech! 
 

Donation to Christchurch City Mission 
The staff at the 

Christchurch City 

Mission were so 

thankful for the load of 

groceries delivered to 

them last week by Banks 

Ave.  A big thanks to 

everyone that made a 

contribution.  This sort of giving really makes a 

difference to families in need.  

 
 
 

.  
 
 

 

 

Lucinda from Dudley is a role model for our HEART 

values in the way she relates to others and pursues her 

learning goals. She is always encouraging and 

supportive of others. 

 

Well done Lucinda.  What an awesome way to end 

your time here at Banks Ave.  All the very best  

 

PIA Awards 
Congratulations to the following children who have 

completed their PIA Awards 

 

Bronze 

Archie  Roto   

 

Silver 

Lachlan Dudley  Harjot    Dudley 

Harry  Dudley 

 

Gold 

Harriet  Dudley 

 

‘HOT SHOT’ LEARNER’ 



 

 

Learning Celebration Evening 
A big shout out to Hellers who donated the sausages 

for our Learning Celebration night. Also to 

Accessman who loaned us their BBQ to cook them 

on.  Raising funds for the children is a big one for our 

school and the support of companies such as 

HELLERS and ACCESSMAN make that task a bit 

easier.  The weather meant the turnout wasn’t as good 

as we thought but we all had a lot of fun, enjoyed our 

picnic tea on the grass and were entertained by our 

kapa haka, choir and dance groups.   

 

Thanks again HELLERS and ACCESSMAN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA News 
It’s that time we look back and reflect on all we have 

done throughout the year, and the PTA sure has been 

busy!  Even though we are a fairly new, but very 

enthusiastic group of parents, this year we had some 

great events, the gala day, The Naked Baker pies, 

discos and the most memorable (and hilarious) being 

the Bingo Babes night!  

 

These fundraisers helped us contribute some amazing 

things to our school including great Rugby and Soccer 

Goals, Sports Equipment and $6000 towards our 

teacher’s wish-list items like go-pros and drying 

racks.  The PTA would also like to thank our amazing 

teachers, office staff & families for their support.  

We are already planning and looking forward to 

another successful and fun year in 2017 with 

trampolining, a movie night and other ideas tossed 

about, but until then we wish you all a happy and 

peaceful holiday break  

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop - will be open the same 

on Thursday 26 January from 12:00-2:00pm and 

Friday 27 January from 10:00-12:00pm.  Cash Only  

 

I you have any school uniforms that you no longer 

need. We would be happy to use in the second hand 

uniform shop.  You can leave these at our school 

office.  

 

Lost Property - will be out on Wednesday and 

Thursday after school by Room 15 and outside of 

Dudley.    

 

Community News 
As part of a service of our local community we publish 

information about community services and activities 

in our Community News Column.  While we are happy 

to publish these notices, we do not run any 

background checks on any individuals for community 

groups who provide information to be published.

 


