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       Banks Avenue School 
        Living and Learning with HEART  

           Te oranga me te ako ki  te Ngākau 
       

  N E W S L E T T E R  
 
 

 

 Phone: 03 385 4163, fax: 03 385 6581 email: office@banksave.school.nz, website: www.banksave.school.nz  

Thursday 4 April Canterbury Swimming Sports 

Friday 5 April Peace Day – wear multi coloured representing joy and happiness.  Gold coin donation 

 Huihuinga (school assembly) 2:00pm in the library  

Monday 8 April PTA meeting 7:00pm in the staffroom – all welcome 

Tuesday 9 April Whole School Cross Country, postponement day 11/4 

Wednesday 10 April Rugby League Tournament 

Thursday 11 April Shirley Boys’ High School Polyfest group to perform 9:15am.  Parents are welcome 

 Last day Term 1.  Children dismissed at 3:00pm 

Friday 12 April TEACHER ONLY DAY 

Monday 29 April Term 2 begins 

Tuesday 2 July Matariki Celebration Evening 5:00 – 7:00pm 

Banks Avenue School trip / event postponements and or cancellations will only be heard on 

NEWSTALK ZB 1098AM and CLASSIC HITS and viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz 
 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school office know using one of the following 

options:    Phone:  385 4163 / option 3       text  027 422 8032         email: office@banksave.school.nz  

Or notify us via our website:   http://www.banksave.school.nz/absences.html  or via our Flexibuzz app: 

www.flexibuzz.com 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am they must check in at the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for 

unexplained absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

 

Dear Parents and Whānau
 

 

We welcome Melanie and 

her family to our Banks 

Avenue School community.  

Melanie is in The Nest.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper is a star in Roto in Maths and he has shown 

perseverance in learning his times-tables and being 

better than before every day.   

 

Ka pai Cooper. 

Hi, kia ora, Kon-nichiwa, An-nyong, Salaam, Teanastellen 
. 
. 

, konnichiwa. 

‘HOT SHOT LEARNER’ 

Peace Day – Friday 5 April 
On Friday we celebrate our school Peace Day. 

This is a mufti day where children are 

encouraged to wear bright colours symbolising 

joy, hope and unity. We have several Muslim 

children whose families have been impacted on 

by March 15 events so we want to show them our 

support and our love. 

 

 Children are asked to bring a koha on Friday: our 

school will match these donations so that we can 

set up a small school fund for each of our Muslim 

families to help pay some of their school costs, 

e.g., swimming or stationery costs. 
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Orana Park Draw 
Congratulations to Ella D. who is in the Tuis. Ella has 

won the family pass to 

Orana Park. I hope you 

enjoy this opportunity to 

make memories Ella! 

 

Assembly 
On Friday we have our 

final assembly of the 

term. Parents are 

welcome to attend 

assembly although it is 

quite cramped in the 

library. On Friday we 

will know who our winning house is this term. At the 

moment papatūānuku, yellow house, is leading. The 

children in the winning house will get a small treat 

next week. 

 

HEART Values 
Our HEART values are central to all that we do at 

Banks Avenue School. Children are given HEART 

tokens for showing individual values. These tokens are 

collated by the class teacher. When a child has twenty 

five HEART tokens for a value their name goes in the 

newsletter. When they have earned fifty tokens for a 

value they receive a value wristband. Once a child has 

received all five HEART wristbands they work toward 

the Black wristband - This makes them a Banks 

Avenue Star. 
 

Some children earn more than one wristband for the 

same value. These children get to have lunch with the 

principal once a term. 
 

Children belong to one of four different houses; each 

term all HEART tokens are added to see which house 

has received the most tokens for the term. There is 

always a small treat for children in the winning house. 
 

Congratulations to the following children who have all 

earned 25 HEART tokens - well done!  
  
Hauora:  Hayden C, Indi-Rose M (Tui), Kathryn P, 

(Roto). 

 

Excellence: Karn S, Olivia S (Tui), 

Ryder M-W  (Roto). 

  

Aroha: Drae I (Tui). 

 

Togetherness: Keahe D, Cobey F, Isabella W (Tui). 
  
Fifty HEART Tokens 

Congratulations - these children have earned a 

wristband. 
 

Excellence:   Rylan E-H, Heidi L, 

Jayden D (Black Robins), Dillon V, 

Piper McK (Roto). 

  

Aroha: Jamieson McT (Black Robins), Kayleigh P, 

Orlando S, Lily Y (Tui). 

 

Togetherness: Mikayla M (Black Robins), Ashley M, 

Christopher P, Samuel W, Kayleigh P (Tui),  
 

Double Wristbands - Lunch with the Principal 

When a child earns a double wristband they get to have 

lunch with the principal. The following children are 

invited to my office next Thursday, 11 April at 

lunchtime. I will provide pizzas. 

Roto - Joel P, Oden P.  
Dudley - Rylee G, Emily-Rose S  

Tūi - Kayleigh P, Hollie L 

 

Black Wristbands 

Black wristbands are hard to earn! 

Children must have earned all five of our Value bands 

and then have collected an additional fifty tokens to get 

a black wristband. That means they have had a 

minimum of 300 HEART tokens, in some cases it’s 

over 500 tokens if they have double bands. A black 

wristband is a huge 

achievement and shows 

that pupil is a Banks 

Avenue Star! 

Congratulations to Hollie, 

Olivia and Daniel from the 

Tūi Learning Hub. You 

have all earned your black wrist band. 
 

Mana Ake 
We have an additional counsellor, Jan, who is able to 

be in school each Tuesday. Jan will run a parent drop 

in session from 8:45 to 9:30 every Tuesday; she will be 

using the small office in the foyer.  Parents are 

welcome to call in to see her at this time - no 

appointment necessary. We have also created a parent 

drop box in the foyer of the admin area. If you have a 

need, a question, a concern or a wondering fill in the 

slip beside the drop box (it just has basic details) and 

Jan will contact you. 
 

Latest News 
Click on the link below to check out the Latest News 

page on our school website.  The children in our school 

Media Team capture all the events that are occurring in 

the school. You will find their news articles here. 
 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/latest-news-

20189.html 
 

Camp Payments 
Thank you to the families who have paid 

for camp already or have set up an 

automatic payment to manage this. 

Camp costs are to be paid by Tuesday 9 

April. If you would like to set up a 

payment schedule to cover these costs 

please talk to Colleen at the office 

a.s.a.p. Do not leave this to the last 

minute.  Do it now! 
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Board of Trustee Elections 
Have you ever thought you would like to contribute to 

the running of our school? Do you have the time (three 

or four hours a month) and the passion to help us strive 

for excellence? If you have answered yes to these 

questions you might like to think about being on our 

Board of Trustees.  Board elections will be held next 

term however in the meantime there is an information 

session next week on Board Governance. Anybody is 

welcome to attend and there is no obligation to 

commit. Go along for a look and then make an 

informed decision.  

 

PTA News 
Uniform Shop: Open this Friday, 5 April from 2:45 – 

3:15pm.  Size 5 sweatshirt, polo fleece and shirt – buy 

one get one FREE! 

 

Next Meeting 

 Monday 8 April 

 7:00pm in the Staffroom 

Please feel free to come along and listen, you might 

decide to join the team. 

 

Hells Pizza Lunch:  Friday 10 May.  Information will 

come home to families early in Term 2.  
 

Bulb Orders:  Remember you can pick these up after 

school today or tomorrow if they were too heavy for 

your child to bring them home on Tuesday.  

 

 

Jane Goodall Visit 
Jane Goodall is the most famous chimpanzee expert in 

the world. In Kenya in the late 1950s, Jane began 

studying the social organization of chimpanzees in 

1960. That area of Africa is now called Tanzania.  She 

founded the Jane Goodall 

Institute in 1977, and she 

lectures around the world, 

making appearances to 

support animal welfare and 

conservation. 

 

Jane is coming to Banks 

Avenue School on 29 May. 

We have a group of senior students who are doing a 

study on the red zone. Dr Goodall is coming in to meet 

with them and their teacher, Jan Thompson. This is an 

amazing opportunity for these students and we are 

thrilled to be hosting her. 

 

The Lasting Impacts of the March 15 

Attack 
Psychologist and disaster mental health expert Sarb 

Johal discusses the likely lasting impacts of the 

Christchurch terror attacks on children and 

adolescents. How do children and young people who 

may have viewed the video of the attack process that? 

What might parents see and why do children 

sometimes keep their reactions hidden? 

Listen to this radio interview. Lasting Impact Support  

It reinforces that we should not be exposing children to 

too many details of the terror attack. Sarb Johal warns 

that we can expect additional trauma once the court 

case begins to be publicised. In particular it addresses 

how we can help adolescents cope with their emotions 

without being overwhelmed.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Only Day - Friday 12 April 
School will finish this term on Thursday 11 

April.  On Friday 12 April we have a teacher only 

day where all staff will update their first aid 

certificates. Our first day back next term is 

Monday 29 April. 
 

Shirley Boys’ High School Polyfest 
About 50 Shirley Boys’ High School boys will be 

here at BAS on Thursday 11 April for a 9:15am 

performance.  This will be a fantastic cultural 

experience for our children.  Parents are very 

welcome to stay and enjoy this also. 

 

https://www.radionz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2018688589


Banks Avenue Grant Team  
We are still looking for volunteers to be part of our 

Banks Avenue Grant Team. The focus of the Grant 

Team is on raising much needed funds for the school 

by submitting grant applications. Join a fun bunch of 

ladies who have successfully raised $55,000 for the 

school over the last two 

years. On average meetings 

occur once a month. 

Interested? Contact Tracey 

(DP-Senior School) or 

Colleen (Office Manager) 03 385 416.  

 

I came across Oden P and Mr E playing a duet.  It is so 

lovely when you see children able to express 

themselves through music. 

 

Tune in to HEARTbeat 106.7FM   
Listen to our students master 

broadcasting radio. If you 

live close to the school 

(within 6 kms) you can 

tune into 106.7FM on your radio, 

to listen. If you live further away, you can access 

HEARTbeat 106.7FM online, from our school website. 

For quick access just click on the link below.  
 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html 

 
 

 

Whakatauki 
 

 

 

 

Canterbury Measles Outbreak 
Measles is spreading in Canterbury. It is a highly infectious virus that can be life threatening.  

 

What are the symptoms? 

1. Cough or running nose or conjunctivitis  and 

2. Fever above 38.5c and 

3. Rash 

If you are unwell with measles-like symptoms, stay home and telephone your GP for advice. Please do not go to your 

GP in person as you may spread the illness to others.  Anyone with measles needs to be isolated from the time the 

person become ill until 5 days after the rash has appeared.  

 

To help contain Canterbury’s measles outbreak a wider group of people are now eligible to receive a second MMR 

vaccination. 

 

As well as continuing to provide the vaccine to those aged 12 months to 28 years old who have never been vaccinated, 

the Canterbury DHB is extending the availability of a second dose of MMR vaccine to: 

 All those aged 12 months – 28 years of age. 

 Caregivers of infants aged up to 12 months. 

 Those between 29 and 50 who work with children. 

 

Extending the second dose to these groups recognizes the importance of stopping the transmission of measles amongst 

young people.  

 

Please don’t export measles these school holidays.  The measles virus is incredibly infectious.  If you are travelling 

these holidays please make sure your tamariki are fully vaccinated before departing.  It takes two weeks for a person to 

be fully immune after a vaccination, so please contact your GP team about vaccination as soon as you can.  

 

For more information on the measles go to:  www.cph.co.nz/news-events 

 

 

 

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html
http://www.cph.co.nz/news-events


Safety Procedures- A Parents Perspective 
Inside the door of every classroom is an Emergency Guidelines Booklet. This has a page devoted to each of the 

different emergency scenarios we may face at school, e.g., fire, chemical spills, flood, earthquake etc. These guidelines 

provide support and information for teachers and staff. 

 

Out of our recent review came the need for parents to have similar information about our safety measures from their 

perspective. 

 

Below I have drafted some guidelines for parents in different emergency situations. As with all guidelines we have 

them in place to give us a process to follow in an emergency however every event is situational and the process may 

change or be adapted. 

 

Fire and Evacuation Procedure 
We have a fire drill and evacuation practice once a term. The signal for a fire or to evacuate is a continuous bell.  In an 

evacuation we have staff playing key roles: 

 Colleen Lucas, our office administrator, manages us. She takes the emergency bag out and checks off classes 

and adults once we are assembled.  

 Belinda from the office takes out the office tablet that visitors to the school have signed in on. She checks off 

to make sure that all visitors are present and safe.  

 Tony, our caretaker, identifies the source of the alarm. Our alarm ringing triggers an emergency at our alarm 

company. If it is not a scheduled practice, Tony needs to double check that the fire brigade has been rung. 

Tony will do a visual check of the area where the alarm has been triggered. If it turns out to be a false alarm he 

notifies the fire brigade and the alarm company. He is a key person liaising with the principal who is on the 

back field overseeing the evacuation process. 

 Rebecca from the office stays by the alarm panel (outside by the back door to the office). She is there to meet 

and greet the fire brigade and show them where the panel is and point them in the direction of the emergency. 

 Teachers’ prime duty is to get children safely and calmly to our assembly area by the back fence. They will 

have checked the toilet areas before leaving their class and collected a class roll to check off.  Once they are 

assembled on the back field teachers do a roll check and send a runner to Colleen who is checking off classes. 

To help with a visual of this all classes have a red room tag. As they check in these are handed to one of the 

DP’s to display on the ground. Any students missing need to be identified at this stage and the information 

passed onto the principal. 

 Other staff have areas to check before they make their way to the field, e.g., the library. 

 The principal, who is officially the fire warden, oversees the evacuation process and receives all key 

communications. 

o Has the fire brigade been rang?  

o Are all students and adults accounted for?  

o Have we identified the area where the alarm was triggered?  

o Are we sure it is safe to return to classes? Has the area been checked by Tony? 

o Is there a fire? What else needs to happen? Who else needs to be notified? 

              Once it is absolutely certain that it is safe to return to classes the principal gives the all clear  

 over the loud hailer and teachers take children back to their rooms. If the alarm stops it does not mean it is 

safe to go back to classes. The official all clear must be given by the principal or person in charge. 

 

Guidelines for parents during an evacuation - If you are on the school grounds and hear a continuous alarm: 

 Make your way to the back field (you will see classes beginning to assemble). 

 Check in with either Colleen or Belinda. Colleen will be busy initially checking off classes. Belinda will have 

the sign in tablet from the office so if you have signed in on the tablet previously, speak to her.  

 If you have just arrived and did not have the chance to sign in on the tablet in the office let Belinda know so 

she can note you as an extra. 

 Under no circumstances enter any buildings until the all clear is given. 

 Stay assembled with the adults in the middle of the field allowing the teachers to manage and check their 

classes. 

              We ask parents or whānau members who are visiting the school for a length of time, e.g., helping in a class,   

             are here for a reading session, doing PTA work etc., to sign in on the office tablet.  We do this so we have a  

            record of and can account for all people on our school grounds at any time.  

 

What would happen if we were evacuated on the field for a long time? 

 Once we know the nature of the emergency we will contact parents via Facebook, Flexibuzz and the website if 

possible (communication role). We will have the school cell phone with us. 

 We will make a plan for basic needs. e.g., toileting, food, water, warmth, first aid etc. 



 Students will be assembled in whānau groups (for comfort). A teacher will be assigned to each whānau group, 

potentially 20-25 students in each group. A group list will be compiled. 

 No building will be re-entered until checked by suitable personnel, e.g., Fire Service, engineer. 

 The MOE will be contacted. 

 All information, in and out, needs to be fed through the principal and recorded on our Communication Log. 

This should be accessible to senior management. 

 When applicable we will do a managed release of students to their parents. This would involve the parent 

checking in with the teacher managing the students and signing their children out. No child will be able to 

leave with an adult without being signed out.  Children should never be taken without this process occurring. 

 

If you discover a fire: 

 Remove yourselves and others from the immediate danger. 

 Raise the alarm. Find the fire alarm switch, break the glass and trigger the alarm. This 

alarm will trigger a full school evacuation to the back field.  

 Ring 111 

 If it is safe, contain the fire and smoke by closing doors and windows between you and 

the fire. 

 Make contact with the school office, ideally the Principal so they are aware the situation 

and can confirm the brigade has been rung.  

 

Attempting to extinguish a fire: 

 Only if conditions permit should any adult attempt to put out a fire.  

 No attempt should be made to put out a fire unless the Fire Service has been called and everyone is evacuated 

and accounted for. 

 Also take into account the size and location of the fire and your ability to access and retreat from it. 

 

 Earthquake Procedure   

Follow the following guidelines if you are at school during an earthquake. 

In all contexts: 

  Move to a safe place. Take no more than a few steps. DROP, COVER, HOLD. 

Adults will: 

 Look after their own safety - DROP, COVER, HOLD. 

 Verbally instruct students to - DROP, COVER, HOLD. 

 Encourage students to stay quiet and calm.  

After the shaking stops: 

 Encourage students to stay in the turtle position until the teacher gives the all clear. 

The adults will: 

 Assess the damage - identifying any person who may be hurt. 

 Support the evacuation procedure if it has been signaled by management (continuous bell) or if they concerned 

about the safety of the area they are in notify management of concerns. 

Management will: 

 If necessary, trigger a continuous bell, the same as a fire alarm, to begin the Evacuation process. 

 Distinguish between minor and major quakes. Small shakes or aftershocks may not require evacuation of the 

building.   

 

Following a serious Earthquake: 
 We normally evacuate to the back field. If there is liquefaction this may change to an alternate location e.g., 

court area. 

 Students will be assembled in whānau groups (for comfort). A teacher will be assigned to each whānau group, 

potentially 20-25 students in each group. A group list will be compiled. 

 No building will be re-entered until checked by suitable personnel, e.g., Fire Service, engineer. 

 The MOE will be contacted. 

 When applicable we will do a managed release of students to their parents. This would involve the parent 

checking in with the teacher managing the students and signing their children out. No child will be able to 

leave with an adult without being signed out.  Children should never be taken without this process occurring. 

 A well-being / first aid person/ people will be nominated to deal with and monitor injuries  

(Rebecca and Belinda). 

 Parents will be contacted via Facebook, Flexibuzz and the website if possible (communication role). We will 

have school cell phone with us. 

 We will have an additional person monitoring social media, the radio and other channels for updates. 

 All information in and out needs to be fed through the principal and recorded on our Communication Log. 

This should be accessible to senior management. 



Lockdown Procedure 
A lockdown involves the full school: it may be triggered for a variety of reasons, e.g., a bee swarm, a dangerous dog or 

a chemical spill.  A lockin is less serious and is usually isolated to a particular area of the school and may occur 

occasionally because of an agitated or upset child.   The following instructions refer to a full school lockdown. 

Any notification to the office of a lockdown needs to include: 

 The reason for the lockdown - identifying the source of information and as many details as possible. The 

office will be recording this verbatim and passing it onto senior management. 

 A contact name and number needs to be given so we can ring back for clarification if necessary. 

 An accurate entry onto the Communication Log noting times as well as information. 

 

A lockdown is beginning if an intermittent bell rings or if Code Red is stated on the intercom. 
 If a lockdown is in progress the bells may have stopped but each class will have a lockdown notice posted on their 

door or on their windows. Curtains will be pulled and lights will be off. 

 

Teachers will: 

 Secure classrooms, locking all doors and windows and pulling curtains. Turn off lights. Make sure cloak bays 

are secure. 

 Encourage children to sit quietly and calmly away from windows and doors. 

 Initiate a roll call identifying and naming any children or adults who are with them in the room.  Complete the 

attendance register and share it with the office digitally. 

 Inform the office (email or cell, try to avoid ringing as it blocks lines) of any child with an injury or illness 

and the level of support they may need. 

 Place a red card, with a cell phone number, in the window if assistance is needed.  

 Not let children have access to digital devices, e.g., cell phones or ipads unless supervised. Never let students 

access Youtube or social media during a lockdown. 

 Try not to phone the office (it will block lines) - communicate via email office@banksave.school.nz  or 

cellphones. 

 Listen to the intercom for updates. 

 

If a lockdown occurs during a break period, e.g., lunch time: 

 Duty teachers and adults will herd children to the following areas: 

o Junior school into rooms 8, 9 and 10, 

o Dudley, 

o Rooms 26 and 27. 

Parents; 

 Depending on the time of day parents may be aware there is a lockdown because of the bells ringing 

intermittently or because senior management are outside marshalling parents into a safe area. 

 If parents are present at the start of a lockdown then they may choose to accompany children to their classes, 

e.g., during the cross country day.  If they do this they will be expected to: 

o Obey the teacher’s instructions. 

o Stay in the lockdown area until the lockdown has been declared over by the Principal. 

o Not expect to take their child without it being agreed to by management (not the teacher) 

 On rare occasions, as on 15 March, we may be in the position to do a controlled release to parents.  

o Make sure you sign your child out with the adult supervising them. 

o Leave the grounds quickly; do not worry about bags, or bikes etc. 

 

 If a lockdown is in progress and parents are not on site  (but aware there is a lockdown) then 

o Please stay away until you are notified to pick up your child. 

o Follow school updates on Flexibuzz or on our Facebook page. 

o If you arrive at school during a lock down it is unlikely you will be let into your child's class. If 

possible and if it is safe we will let you into the admin area. 

o Under no circumstances bang on windows, yell at teachers or hammer on doors to get to your children 

released - this is hugely traumatic for everyone involved. 
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4 bed, 2 bath, 923 sqm 

50a Achilles Street 

Ideal family home 

Lots of space for kids and 

pets $469,000 

See TradeMe 

listing GFC922 

 

The Patricia Paul School of Dance, your 

local dance school, is currently giving Jazz and Ballet 

lessons in your area. The school’s director is teacher, 

choreographer & ex-ballet dancer Patricia Paul 

A.R.A.D. (London). Ballet lessons from 3 years 

through to Advanced, and all levels in Jazz, 

Contemporary, Tumble and Hip Hop starting from age 

7. For all enquiries please phone 372-9191 or email 

info@studioone.co.nz 

 

 

 

Mothers’ Day Fun Run 
Sunday 12 May 2019 9:00am South Hagley Park. 

 

Join us for a run, walk or stroll this Mothers’ Day. 

 

It’ll be a great start to the day and you’ll be doing your 

bit to help beat heart disease. 

 

All participants will receive an event t-shirt designed 

by Dick Frizzell. 

 

Register online at jennianmothersday.com 
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